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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewitti transmits the eupplementary partial European search report 
under Rule 46(1) EPC. relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 
The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 

The search Division Informs the applicant that if the EunDpean search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be 
paid for each of these Inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999. the search fee In force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR 869.--) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC 
See also OJ EPO 06/1999. 405. 

□ Additional 5et(s) of copies of the documents cited in the supplementary European search report is 
(are) enclosed as well. 



S. Polenzani 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on 
the last day of the period for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1999. 
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with 
the requirements 6< unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, 
namely: 
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The present partial European search report has been drawn up tor those parts of the European 
patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the claims. 
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TX, US, 

vol. 30, March 1999 (1999-03), pages 
542-545, XP002941847' 
ISSN: 0039-2499 

* abstract * 

* page 544 * 

SHIBATA M ET AL: "ANTI-INFLAMMATORY, 
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EFFECTS OF ACTIVATED PROTEIN C IN A MURINE 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



1. Claims: 1-3,8 



Protection of neuronal cells from cell death in a subject 
having a neuropatholbgical disorder by the use of activated 
protein C (AFC) 



2. Claims: 4-6,9 



Reduction of inflammation in a subject having a 
neuropathological disorder by the use of activated protein C 
(APC) 

3. Claims: 7,10 

Reduction of inflammation in a subject having an 
inflammatory vascular disease by the use of activated 
protein C (APC) 

The common concept linking together the independent claims 1, 4, 7-10 is 
the following: activated protein C is being used in therapy, eg as 
anti -thrombotic agent in neuropathological disorders or as 
anti-inf 1 ammatory agent. 

This common concept is not novel, see patent literature cited. 

Hence the application lacks unity within the meaning of Article 82 EPC. 
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